A A                                                                      THE   PROBLEM   OF   AUTHORITY

Church by certain 'marks' or 'signs', which are different from the
'marks' of the Church which Augustine gives. In the von dem
Bapstum zu Rom he gives these 'marks' as 'Baptism, Sacrament,
and Gospel';1 but by the time of the von den Condlien und
Kirchen he has elaborated these into seven: the Word of God
rightly preached, the Sacrament of Baptism rightly administered,
the Sacrament of the Altar rightly administered, the power of the
Keys rightly exercised, pastors and preachers rightly called,
public prayer and praise, Christians suffering according to the
example of Christ.2

These signs were most plainly visible, in Luther's opinion, in
the Protestant Gemeinden set up in Germany and elsewhere in
accordance with the principles of his Reformation, and of course
also in the early, especially the primitive, Church. But Luther
is careful not to deny that they are also present among the
Papists, whom he never once describes as heretics as a body or
excludes from the true Church as a body; and in one place he ex-
pressly admits that the Roman Church is holy: 'the Roman
Church is holy, because it has the holy Name of God, Baptism,
the Word', and that the Church exists among the Schwdrmr: 'the
holy Church exists among the fanatics, except among those who
deny Sacraments and Word'.3 This is enough to show that
Luther did not regard a community where the necessary signs
were present as consisting necessarily of no one except true
Christians; so naive a belief, if Luther ever held it, was quickly
banished by the conduct of members of some of his Gemeinden,
and not least of the 'mother-church' of Wittenberg, of which he
sometimes doubted whether it was a true Gemeinde at all.

For practical purposes, however, the Protestant Gemeinden
could be regarded, and were regarded by Luther, as not only
parts of the true Church, but also as consisting of 'true Christians',
each a priest, with direct access to God. It is these whose rights
and privileges he describes, and whose constitutions he draws up
ia detail, and it is these which he really has in mind when he
speaks of the Church of Christ as something existing in the world.
Such, then, is the Church created by the Word of God, invisible
to the natural eye, but visible to the eye of faith, and such are its
component parts; here, then, we may return to our main theme,
and disclose how the Church is not only created and sustained,
but also regulated and controlled by the Word of God. This comes
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